CISB and New Brunswick, Canada’s

Play Based Vision

CISB Vision Statement
All children at CISB will grow to their fullest potential with dignity, a sense of self-worth, and a zest for
living and learning.

The best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in all that we do. - United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 3, Section 1.

CISB Image of the Child
We believe young children are:
e curious inquirers
courageous risk takers
confident in their pursuit of knowledge and skills

active learners

secure in their linguistic and cultural identities

respectful of diversity

stewards of the earth

CISB seeks to provide the environment and resources needed to support dynamic social, emotional,
physical and academic development in young children. In keeping with current research and theory, our
play based framework emphasizes responsive relationships, children’s strengths, and engaging
environments. Children are profoundly influenced by the quality of their relationships with people and
their interactions with places and things. Research and theory support the long-held contention that play
is essential to quality of life in childhood and a primary means of understanding the world.

The New Brunswick Curriculum Framework for Early Learning and Child Care values and
promotes children’s experience of:
e safe and caring environments where their emotional and physical health, positive self-identities,
and sense of belonging are nurtured and protected
e open and flexible learning environments where playful exploration, problem- solving, risk taking
and creativity are encouraged and purposefully planned
e intellectually, socially and culturally engaging environments where their communicative practices,
literacies, and literate identities are valued and supported
e socially inclusive and culturally sensitive environments in which consideration for others,
inclusive, equitable, democratic and sustainable practices are enacted, and social responsibility
is nurtured. (EY Section 1, N.B, Canada, curriculum document).
NB and PYP documents can be directly accessed on our website or by using the links below:

e New Brunswick Curriculum Framework for Early Learning and Child Care
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/elcc/content/curriculum/curriculum_framework.html

e New Brunswick Curriculum Development
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/k12/content/anglophone sector/curriculum anglophone.html

e IBPYP

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/k12/content/anglophone sector/curriculum anglophone.html
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The purpose of this document is to ensure our parent community develops an understanding of our
play-based philosophy, including the need to allow children to take developmentally appropriate risks.
Please read the following very carefully and share all information with any caregivers (ayi, grandparent,
family member) who may be bringing your child to or from school.

* Sign the last page of this document and return it to your child’s teacher.

Play Based Environments
e Parent information sessions on play-based learning will be held throughout the year so | (the
caregiver) can learn more about this pedagogical approach
| can see my child’s curriculum outcomes and Units of Inquiry at any time on our school website
| can see current documentation of my child’s learning journey on Seesaw
My child will be engaged in a play based learning environment

| understand and agree to all the following terms of a play based environment:

1 My child will be an inquirer immersed in an environment of inquiry
< meaningful and pedagogical play designed to spark inquiry
% imaginative play
% encouraged to be a risk taker and ask questions

1 My child will get messy and dirty
Play based learning means that your child will sometimes be exploring concepts through sensory
materials like water, glue, mud, dirt, food coloring, sand, paint, play dough or other like materials.

1 My child will go outside daily and be encouraged to explore their natural environment
Exceptions - extreme weather conditions or high AQlI

1 My child will learn to be independent and a risk taker
It is important for a child’s confidence and development of skills that they try new things and do
developmentally appropriate things for themselves. For example, put on their own shoes, use scissors
to cut paper and materials, use glue, use tools with supervision, cut fruit and vegetables with
supervision, use the washroom on their own, and get ready for outdoor time on their own.

% Please label your children’s belongings, including all pieces of their uniform.

« Students will be encouraged at all times to do things for themselves and to manage their own

belongings.

1 My child has their own unique learning journey
All children progress at different rates. My child will be differentiated for and taught using inquiry and
play based methods as well as through small group instruction based on their individual needs. My
child’s teacher will differentiate for my child, and will not pressure them to obtain skills for which they are
not developmentally, emotionally, or socially ready.

d My child will use technology

CISB is committed to 21 Century learning and my child will have the opportunity to use technology
in

the classroom (ie. iPads, desktop computers, laptops, cameras) and will watch videos from time to
time

that are related to curriculum or support language development.
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CISB Preschool and Kindergarten Group Environment Risk Philosophy

Children are natural risk takers who learn through playing, exploring, and hands on experiences.

At CISB, we provide a developmentally appropriate environment that allows children to take risks within
specific parameters that are based on individual abilities and needs. By allowing children to take risks,
students will learn independence and self-monitoring skills. This means that our children will learn
through trial and error, with the teacher supervising and guiding in the background.

Risks include, but are not limited to:

Minor injuries and accidents, such as scratches, bruises, bumps and scrapes

Possible exposure to common childhood viruses and infections, such as Chicken Pox, Hand,
Foot and Mouth Disease, seasonal colds and flu, head lice.

Possible use of tools, including glue guns, hammers, shovels, nails, etc.

Clothing that is occasionally ripped, dirty, wet, or stained.

Although we pride ourselves on safe environment and appropriate supervision, there is always the risk
of injuries and accidents that are of a more serious nature occurring in a group environment.

I understand and agree that:

1 My child will get minor injuries and this is a normal part of childhood
As children explore and develop knowledge of their capabilities they will get minor scrapes, cuts,
bumps
and bruises. | understand that while my child’s teachers will do everything they can to prevent injuries,
that they may occur as a natural part of childhood.
O Children who are risk takers are more capable of assessing risk as adults.
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